From: Maclntyre, Mark

To: Kenknight, Jeff; DeMaria. Eva; Ogle, Kimberly
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Subject: FW: Suction Dredge Mining - Enforcement
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FYI....not sure how to handle this....MM

From: buckyryan@gmail.com [mailto:buckyryan@gmail.com] On Behalf Of F.S. "Buck" Ryan
Sent: Monday, July 21, 2014 4:05 PM

To: Maclintyre, Mark

Cc: John Carter

Subject: Suction Dredge Mining - Enforcement
Mark -

Visited the South Fork Clearwater on Tuesday to check out the suction dredging mining
protest and gather evidence on the demonstrators. A few NPT, BLM, and FS representatives
in the area, but no EPA present or enforcement activity underway. I did some investigation on
the individuals we encountered to positively ID them, and | want to share the info we
gathered for EPA's use in pressing charges and levying fines against the perpetrators.

Thus, please find attached hereto Snake River Waterkeeper's official request for enforcement
along with photographs and documentary evidence discovered as part of our investigation
into these illegal mining practices. | will wait to hear from you on next steps in EPA's
progress investigating and prosecuting these violations, and | will make myself available in
any capacity possible to assist to that end, including testimony if needed.

Also, let me know if Jim is interested in lining up a time to talk as | am in town tomorrow and
the week after next. Thanks again for your interest and support. On this and future issues,
please keep me informed on how we can help| =
Best,

BR
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M Snake River Waterkeeper
Qe 2313 N. 20" st.

Boise, Idaho 83702

SNAKE RIVER (208) 806-1303

mmmm WATERKEEPER /e buck@snakeriverwaterkeeper.com

‘Applying science and law to conserve, protect and promote sustainable use of the waters of the Snake River Basin.’

July 21, 2014
Mark Maclntyre
U.S. EPA Region 10 Enforcement
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98101

Dear Mark,

On July 14, 2014, Snake River WATERKEEPER® employees observed illegal suction
dredge mining activity on the South Fork Clearwater River between Mile Markers 39 and 40 on
Highway 14 west of Elk City, Idaho. We peacefully approached and spoke with demonstrators
who identified themselves as members and representatives of the American Mining Rights
Association (AMRA), a California-based organization that is currently operating, soliciting
$200/year memberships, and accepting purportedly tax-deductible donations as a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization prior to IRS approval to accept charitable donation. We are alerting the
IRS to these violations in addition to the enforcement request described hereafter.

Based on the information and evidence cited herein and provided herewith, the veracity
of which we are willing to testify to under oath in a court of law, Snake River Waterkeeper
hereby formally requests charges and fines be brought against the following individuals for
violating EPA’s Idaho Small Suction Dredge Mining General Permit regulations, including
Appendix G: Endangered Species Critical Habitat Areas. Individuals positively identified
performing or assisting in illegal suction dredging include, without limitation: John Crossman of
Coulterville, California; John Stickley of Grandview, Washington; John Ratley of Amsterdam,
California; and William McNall of Kamiah, Idaho.

As you know, AMRA representatives are openly violating federal environmental laws by
conducting illegal mining operations on ldaho rivers closed to such activities in protest to EPA’s
2013 rule requiring small suction dredge miners in Idaho to obtain NPDES permits under the
Clean Water Act. Rather than apply for a General Permit for any number of Idaho rivers and
streams that remain open to suction dredge mining, AMRA has chosen to forego the permitting
process altogether by instead targeting waters that are explicitly designed by EPA as closed to
such activities because they provide critical spawning habitat for endangered salmon, steelhead,
and bull trout. As an organization charged with protecting the fisheries of the Snake River
Basin, Snake River Waterkeeper will not tolerate such flagrant and deliberate abuse of the
watershed’s natural resources and fisheries, and we expect that EPA will not tolerate such
wanton disregard of mandatory rules and regulations or dismissal of its authority to enforce.





To the best of my knowledge, no enforcement action was undertaken during the course of
this highly-publicized demonstration. Employees of Snake River Waterkeeper personally
witnessed federal employees of the BLM and Forest Service observing but not confronting said
illegal actors. No EPA representatives were present at the time of our visit, and participants
openly mocked the Agency’s hesitancy to confront them. In a recent article published in the
Lewiston Mountain Tribune attached hereto, Mr. Crossman flaunted his disrespect for EPA,
urging the Agency to “Cite me, please, come cite me.” As Snake River Waterkeeper, | hereby
demand that Mr. Crossman’s challenge be met with prompt and forceful action to the fullest
extent allowable at law in order to bring these individuals to justice and discourage future
demonstrations that violate specific provisions of the Endangered Species and Clean Water Acts.

Very truly yours,

F.S. “Buck” Ryan, 11l
Executive Director, Snake River Waterkeeper







Suction dredge miners restake their
claims

At rally in Riggins, suction dredgers say they'll continue to violate EPA rules they disagree with

Tribune/Joel Mills

Miners restake their claims

Idaho state Rep. Paul Shepherd addresses a crowd of about 60 people at a rally Friday in Riggins
supporting suction-dredge mining on Idaho waterways without having to secure permits from the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Posted: Saturday, July 5, 2014 12:00 am | Updated: 9:06 am, Sat Jul 5, 2014.

Suction dredge miners restake their claims By JOEL MILLS of the Tribune The Lewiston
Tribune | 6 comments

RIGGINS - John Crossman takes offense when someone refers to his livelihood as "recreational” mining.

"This is my life," the Boise resident said at the Friday rally he organized to protest new Environmental
Protection Agency regulations. "This is what | do all summer to pay my bills. We're going to keep going.
The state says | can.”

About 60 operators of small-scale mining dredges and their supporters gathered at Riggins City Park to
protest new regulations that effectively ban dredging in many of Idaho's river basins, including the Salmon
and Clearwater. They have been mining all week on the Salmon River in violation of the regulations, but
no one had been cited as of Friday, Crossman said.

Idaho issues its own permits for suction dredging, but last year the EPA began requiring miners to obtain
a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit, which isn't available on many streams that are
home to threatened fish species. But Crossman said the miners utilize river sections that are mere
conduits for fish to reach their spawning grounds, and not the spawning grounds themselves.

And miners aren't introducing any pollution into the water, just sucking up material from the river bottom,
sluicing it, and putting it back in.

Several miners also said they are actually improving the environment with their activities by removing
toxic metals from the water, and cleaning up all the trash and lost fishing lures they find.

"All the lead stays in my box, and all the mercury stays in my box," Crossman said.

Riggins dredger Alan Trees said he has accumulated more than 400 pounds of mercury over the years,
almost all of it from Idaho waterways. He keeps it in his shop, and is working with the state to dispose of
it.





Idaho County Commissioner Jim Chmelik held up a green plastic gold pan full of discarded cans, bottles
and paper to represent the trash he said miners always pick up when they are working the rivers. He
called out the Idaho Conservation League, Idaho Rivers United, and Friends of the Clearwater for
environmental activities he said are restricting the miners' ability to make a living.

"What is your guys' problem?" Chmelik said. "Because what these guys do here is take care of the
environment. Dredges don't kill fish. Fishermen kill fish. So let's get the facts straight.”

Sen. Sheryl Nuxoll, R-Cottonwood, and Rep. Paul Shepherd, R-Riggins, also spoke at the rally in support
of the miners. Shepherd said he is working on two pieces of legislation that could help their cause. The
firstis a law to nullify the EPA regulations.

Republican Idaho lawmakers have unsuccessfully pursued nullification of federal laws in the past, but
Shepherd said the nullification of regulations enacted by a federal agency may be possible. He is seeking
legal advice from Meridian attorney Christ Troupis, who recently failed in his primary challenge of Idaho
Attorney General Lawrence Wasden.

The other legislation would give official state recognition to suction dredging as a vocation, not just a
recreational activity.

Nuxoll equated the protest to a spiritual battle over the right to job satisfaction and financial security, and
the right of people to profit from the earth.

"It's the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, which really is the right to pursue property,” she
said.

Crossman said almost 100 people stayed at the miners' camp this week, and most will leave Sunday. But
he will dredge all summer, and hope he gets the EPA attention that will ultimately put the matter before a
judge.

"Cite me, please, come cite me," he said. "All of us want to get cited, because then there's going to be a
lawsuit, and we're going to win. And then we can get rid of this crap.”

Mills may be contacted at jmills@Imtribune.com or (208) 848-2266
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American Mining Rights Association
14 hours ago

Sunday evening update from ldaho:

We have not had any visits from the EPA, but they did drive by with a USFS
enforcement officer today. They did not stop.

There are now only three dredges in the water, all AMRA, on AMRA claims.
One member who joined during the "Occupy the waters” event in Riggins a
few weeks ago has pulled 1/2 ounce in 2 days. Doing the math, he paid for
his membership in a few hours, not to mention the fact he gets to deduct it off
his taxes since we are a non-profit.

We have done well, and we had hoped to show you tonight's clean out, but
for those who know John, he likes to classify things and that takes time. We
would like to 1/4" classify everything and just run it through the cube...but it is
no big deal. We will show you some pics in a few days......... of a lot of gold.

We are on jagged bedrock in some semi-swift water and were boulder bound
until today when we opened up our hole to about 20" X 20" and can now pitch
the rocks backwards into our hole instead of throwing them out. The gold is
nice and shiny, with quite a bit of mercury on it. Good thing dredging
removes the mercury from the rivers.

Here are two pictures from last night's clean out............a pretty fair amount of
goid.

Are we recreational? NO.

We will update everyone again in a few days.

1126
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American Mining Rights Association
W Pk, FAMAA!

Like - Comment - Share 5 Shares

Chris Stuewe, Ken B Mayes, Joe Meerscheidtand 74 others like  Top Comments
this.

know the story. This is my question? You say simi-swift waters. When | prospect
in the river, Azusa Canyon | always look for a drop in the river. Then if I'm luckyit
flattens... See More

s
E‘ AU Dan Very cool. | want to learn more about dredging. Hlive in California so you

Like - Reply- 4 - 14 hours ago

2 Jeff Armstrong Nice color guys wow
§ Like - Reply- 2-8hours ago

View 20 more comments

American Mining Rights Association
L July 17
A —

We had a visitor this afternoon.

It wasn't the EPA, DFG, USFS or BLM, it was the road department and two

men named Dave and Jim. They said this sign is illegally displayed on "his"
road. Yes, he said "his" road. He informed us we were in violation of some

such regulation stating signage must be at least 50’ from the center line of
the road and if we didn't remove it, he would give us a second warning, call
the Sheriff (our friend Doug Giddings) and then confiscate it and haul it to

Lewiston,

We were professional, but asked "what is the fine" (which he did not know the
amount) and to "kindly show us the regulation in writing" (which he said he
would go get.

Rather than be obstinate, we moved the sign down to the island below the
claim. I there is some ordinance, we will comply. It is what we miners do. Plus
we don't need some over-zealous road crew guy harassing our members for
the next 3 years.

2/26
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American Mining Rights Association

it did put a dent in our mining today, but allows us to give everyone this

update.

John is still killing it down in the boulder patch at the lower end of the claim.

Last night we cleaned out after his 4 hours and he yanked 1/4 ounce. I've
been running big blue (the 6") upstream near the top of the claimon an
inside bend and have moved 50 times the material and rocks that John has

with his 4. We are boulder bound and since they do not allow our giant
motorized 16,000lb winch, many of the rocks we simply cannot move. Yes, we
will be tackling this regulation once we get home. We are going to continue
tomorrow where we are with the 6, but if it doesn't pick up, we'll drop below

John and believe we can get about an ounce a day hopefully. We'll update
you in a few days, and if the EPA shows up, we will post that day.....we may
need you all to make a few calls for us.

Shout out to my beautiful wife, miss you...

Like - Comment - Share 4 Shares

Jim Meintyre, Jim Hamilton, Ann Jones and 39 others like this. Top Comments

B.s. Miner heh. tell him its your road justas much as itis his. Did Dave & Jim
ever come back with their regulation book? (and if they do tell him he's un-
American for making you take down Ol Glory)

Like - Reply- 1 -July18at4.07pm

American Mining Rights Association We will not remove the

T s period, no ifs and's or buts. He did a drive by this morning and
took a picture with it moved.
Like+ 3-July18at8:10pm

Dana Stewart | think you guys are justlooking for a fight
Like - Reply - July 17 at 7:08pm

Ron Harrison If theywere looking for a fight, why did they move the
sign??
Like - 1 -July18 at5:20pm

& American Mining Rights Association Us? And how is that? We were
= polite, professional and moved the sign Dana. Kindly explain how "we"
are looking for a fight.
Like+ 1-July1Bat8:12pm

View 17 more commenis

Thursday update:

We have seen what we believe is the EPA driving by, but they are afraid to
stop and talk to us. We have been left alone and get waves from the USFS,
DFG and BLM.....the way it "should" be.

3/26
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American Mining Rights Association
We have been searching tor the paysireak we hit | uesday with Big Blue (the
6") and couldn't find it yesterday put John and Mike tossed little red (the 4"
on an inside bend of boulders and pulled 1/4 ounce in about 4 hours. We
believe if we put big blue there we can average over an ounce a day.

The pic is grainy and we apologize for that as the cleanout was done as it
was gelting dark, it is a little over 1/4 ounce.

Two members are also dredging, one from Arizona and one from the
Klamath. The member from the Kiamath found a nugget (the largest he has
ever found) shaped like the state of CA, pretty cool chunk. They paid for
their AMRA memberships in about 2 hours of dredging.

We will post our next cleanout as soon as we can get to lown and get on the
net again.

JOIN US, fight with us and get the gold.............

Like - Comment - Share 6 Shares

Randy Wright, Robbin Lee Hampton, John Stickleyand 75 others  Top Comments
like this.

B.s. Miner That's really cool, and yes, the wayit should be.
Like - Reply- 6-July17 at9:18am

& American Mining Rights Association Hey brother, wish you were here.
Like - July 17 at4.56pm

=5

Joe Meerscheidt Did | miss something? Is itnow legal to dredge in Cal?
; Like - Reply- 2 -July17 at11:13am

& American Mining Rights Association This is on our AMRA claim in
=7 Idaho Joe.

Like - 2-July17 at4:57pm

Dee Erb Hi glad everythings going well.
Like - Reply- 2 -July17 at5:02pm

7 Jeff Armstrong | strongly believe that's the wayit should be always nice color
Like - Reply- 2 -July17 at4:26pm

“ Charles Pete Cytanovich | believe there in Idaho, not 100% sure though
PS®¥ Like -Reply: 2-July17at 12:32pm

Write a comment...

American Mining Rights Association
. July 15

PRICELESS.....

3 months research for killer gold claim in Idaho

4126
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20 hour drive
$289.00 for gas
$12,000 6" dredge

Kicking back in your Proline dredge waiting to confront the EPA on denying
your fundamental right to dredge.aunes

PRICELESS

We are about an hour from dredging and are hoping and praying the EPA
shows up and tries to cite us for not obtaining their "pollutant discharge
permit. We have lawmakers from all across Idaho who will be here in support
of us, the local Sheriff's department, numerous miners and county leaders.
We are here EPA, come and get us.

We have to drive about 15 miles to get internet, so our posting will be limited
but we plan to keep you all informed if there is a confrontation.

Wish us luck getting gold. Phenomenal river, excellent water and just a few
feet to bedrock. We will do good, of that we are positive.

We'll give you all an update as SO0N as We Can...........

Like - Comment - Share 14 Shares

Dan Staples, Maggie Leonberger, Jason Tuttle and 113 others Top Comments
like this.

ﬁ Jan Kuykendall That's a goad looking dredge
@ Like *Reply- 3-July16at11:08am

American Mining Rights Association Dang rightitis, the bestthat
=% moneycan buyhands down.
Like - 3 -July17 at5:00pm

% Catherine Currier Poe Those white legs don'tlook like they see much sun.
Like - Reply: 5 July15 at2:24pm

& American Mining Rights Association | getthat from you.......
“= Like- 1-July17at8:17am

|

&3 Jon Siptrott Looks comfy. Get r done Shannon and good gold will be in the
[ sluice. Enjoy.

Like - Reply: 3 -July15 at8:30am
American Mining Rights _Association Sure wish we had a bunch of our
“= gang here. We had another member show up today......from Florida.
Like - 3-July17 at4:59pm

hitps:/fwww.facebook com/americanminingrig hts/timeline 5/26
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American Mining Rights Association

Ron Harrison i wish i would of made italso, how long you gonna be
there since John won'treturn a call or text LOL And this was before you
went to Idaho...

Like - July 18 at 5:28pm

Lisa Anne Grossman @Angela LOL the guard dogs were lefthome and nottoo
happy about either.

Like - Reply- 2 -July16 at10:12pm

American Mining Rights Association We could use a Chupacabra and
lap beast.
Like* 3 -July17 at5:00pm

i 8

= Ron Decker Nice pinkish shirt you got thers..snuggles... Guess who??
" Like- 1 +July17 at9:58pm

m Dan Bell Good luck, wish | was there!!
17 Like - Reply 4 -July15 at8:45am

! Blue Duck

Like - Reply- 6 -July15at10:06pm

g Blue Duck

Like - Reply: 5-July15at10:04pm

B.s. Miner Loud and clear.
Like- 2-July17att:11am

! Blue Duck

Like - Reply: 4 - July15 at 10:04pm
¢ Blue Duck

6/26
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Like - Reply- 4 - July15at 10:03pm

Brandon Hella That's the biggest nugget I've ever seen
| Like - Reply- 4 - July15at1:09pm

! Angela Burke Looks like the only thing missing are the guard dogs on each
side.

Like - Reply- 4 -July15at10:41am

2 Blue Duck

R S

Like - Reply- 3 -July15 at10:04pm
'i"i Blue Duck The results of the clean out ..... For the most part

Like - Reply- 3 - July15at10:02pm

ﬁ Bradley Riffey ha ha , nice lounge raft!, reach down in the river and grab a
i pillow!

Like - Reply- 3 -July15at8:41am

481 Jon Siptrott | know | wish | was therel!
Like - Reply- 2 -July17 at5:01pm

AL QL
MEDIA AZSOC ATION R

& Blue Duck The Pickers
; PROFESSONAL OUTDOG

Like - Reply- 2 - July15at10:03pm
" Ron Decker Nice pinkish shirt.snuggles...
- Like - Reply- 1 -July17 at 9:57pm

H# Dan Staples See honey. it's also a lounge chair. Lol. Fine rig. To me, That's the
| Hum-V of dredges. Atrue peice of utilitarian Art. Good luck guys.
Like - Reply- 1 -July17 at8:08pm - Edited

L7 Steve Shallenberger Wish You luck up there. Stay safe.
Like - Reply- 1-July17 at1:04am

hitps:/iwww.facebook convamericanmining rig hts/timeline 7126
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American Mining Rights Association
Scoft Croteau Bestof luck.
Like - Reply- 1 -July16 at7:00pm
i Rod Galgiani Keep us posted...
Like - Reply- 1 -July 15 at8:04pm
Thomas Xavier Myotte | like your lazy boy, | need one for my frontroom
Like - Reply: 1-July15at6:26pm

Richard Cataldo Looks like you've got some Americium-Radium (Am Ra) stuck
. in your box. '

Like - Reply- 1 - July 15 at6:22pm - Edited

Roy Miller Well, | guess this shows ldaho that the EPAIs all bark and no bite.
" Guys, start your engines and get to your favorite dredge spotand getsome gold!
Like - Reply- 1 - July15 at5:00pm

! CJ Moore Never back down!!!
Like - Reply- 1-July15at2:46pm

Dan Foley | have dredge enwi!!
Like - Reply- 1 -July15at11:46am

Joseph Sanders Good luck
Like - Reply- 1-July15at11:43am

¥ Deb Coursey Best
Like - Reply: 1 -July15at10:53am

Dee Erb Go getem guys
Like - Reply- 1-July15at10:44am

Charlie Hebler Hood luck
Like - Reply- 1 -July 15 at10:43am

Chris Bowles Show the EPAwho's the boss!l!
Like - Reply- 1-July15at9:45am

Ron Harrison Now thats mykind of dredging! Good job Shannon, keep up the
good work, and | don't believe your wearing out that dredge abit. lol
Like - Reply- 1-July17 at9:27am

Claire McNall Looks comfyright there
Like - Reply- July 16 at 11:41am

Write a comment...

‘ American Mining Rights Association
Wiee July12 - Edited
——

VERY EXCITING NEWS FOR AMRA!
We have just acquired 7 new claims from Sierra Prospectors Association who

has decided to close their doors. SPA, a fine organization is giving AMRA
these claims in exchange for memberships for their current m... See More

GOLD MINING
is a RIGHT
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American Mining Rights Association

NOT a CRIME

American Mining Rights Association

Like - Comment - Share 19 Shares

Glenn Grisso, JR Mining, Sean Henley and 86 others like this. Top Comments

ﬁ Jon Siptrott Great news, but crap now | will have to camp out there for a month

d now.__lol. Shannon are you putting camping facilities (showers) on your shop land.

Welcome to the new SPAmembers.
Like - Reply- 2-July12at741pm

& American Mining Rights Association replied - 4 Replies

' Jim Urrutia Can't wait to give them a go.. I'm readyfor some real GOLD, quarter
s and ounce nuggets!

Like - Reply- 2 - July13 at 10:02pm - Edited

é American Mining Rights Association Sure wish you were here in this
gin clear water with me watching an ounce a daygo up the nozde
smooshie. Can you say "pound” not ounce?

Like- 1 -July17 at5:03pm

View 16 more comments

) American Mining Rights Association shared a link.
&E July 11

Ancther new video, please share far and wide

Feather River Gold...
https://wu.youtube.Conﬂwatch?v:hiXDO_GNSM&feature:youtu.be

We will have new videos when we get back from Idaho. We'd like to get an

underwater camera to show people what dredging is like (Go Pro 3). We'll
see if we get enough gold to buy one.

Feather River Gold, an AMRA gold prospecting video

Prospecting for gold on the Feather River drainage in
California. An American Mining Rights Association
(AMRA) video.

Like - Comment - Share 13 Shares

Ron Decker, Jon Siptrott, Steve Scott and 26 others like this. Top Comments

B.s. Miner April, at the Chupacabra-2 claim, full ten hours prospecting and
~ pokin' around on Saturday, and then six hours on Sunday throwin' dirtinto my
hibanker. Here's the results:

Like - Reply- 6 July11 at 9:35pm

m& American Mining Rights Association replied - 2 Replies

9/26
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Like - Comment - Share

American Mining Rights Association
B.s. Miner | have a sony action cam with a waterproof case if you want to borrow
it.
Like - Reply: 2 - July11at9:09pm
‘§i American Mining Rights Association Too late as I'm leaving very early
== tomorrow. Thank you though.
Like - 2 -July11at9:59pm

View 1 more comment

American Mining Rights Association
July 11

Friday update:

As most of you know, John and Mike (AMRA staff) have been in Idaho
supporting the "Occupy the waters" event. We are also staging our own
protest on our AMRA claim "Sasquatch 2" on July 15th. 1 will be leaving for
ldaho ear... See More

Kent Fackler, Jon Siptrott, Ron Harrison and 40 others like this. Top Comments

B.s. Miner Absotively, posolutely true. and yer making me hungry....
Like - Reply- 4 -July11 at7:26pm

5& American Mining Rights Association replied - 4 Replies

. Ron Holt Dredge on, a make sure you are flying the Skull and Crosshones

) Like - Reply: 3 -July11at7:12pm
& American Mining Rights Association replied - 2 Replies

View 8 more comments

American Mining Rights Association shared a link.
July9

We have two new videos just released today. They are from our trip up to the
Feather and Yuba river drainages.

One more is coming tomorrow.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_4XRLMFM_o&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ-wSsoC5GA

Thinking Waaaay outside the creek pt3, an AMRA gold prospecting video
American Mining Rights Association gold prospecting video. This video was shot

near Howland Flatin the mother lode of California. This video should et you .

5 Shares

10/26
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American Mining Rights Association

Like - Comment - Share 4 Shares
09er Miners, Ron Harrison, Bradley Walker and 21 others like Top Comments
this.

Stance Sturdy AMRAlooks like we head up to 95 and head Easton the 14 at
i~ grangeville about how many miles down 14 are you yall?
Like - Reply- 2-July10ati1:51am

é\ American Mining Rights Association replied - 5 Replies

TR Dan Staples Wow, great vids guys. | have exira tiedowns for ya lol.
Like - Reply- 2 - July9 at7:52pm

View 3 more comments

S American Mining Rights Association shared a link.
5 July 8 - Edited

It is important that everyone knows who Lois Capps is, the lawmaker who is
pushing the 250,000 acre wilderness unit in California. The complete plan is
two posts below this one.

httprI;‘wmv.aim.org/aim—co!umnla-congressicmal-scandal-of—murder—and-
cover-up/

A Congressional Scandal of Murder and Cover-Up
www.aim.org

Investigative reporter and five-time Emmy Award winner Peter Lance has
investigated government cover-ups in some of the biggest stories—8/

Like - Comment - Share 3 Shares

Janine Hatchett, Ray Schulze, Jeff Amstrong and 11 others like this.

Vincent Landolina Hey theres so much Bshit going on in these agencys who
THINK there not accountable for a Gdamn thing, its getting super duper re dic
ulous

Like - Reply- 1 -July9at7:38am

5 American Mining Rights Association shared a link.
| July8

We have received an overwhelmingly positive response to our article which
was published in the Mining Journal (ICMJ) and thought we would share it
with you.

The miners fight back against road closures

~ . owa AL A
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American Mining Rights Association
By: M. Snannon roe
President American... See More

Join The American Mining Rights Association | Stand Up For Your Rights American
Mining Rights...
americanminingrights.com

Our goal is to unite the miners and land access community. Join us, stand with us,
and let's unite againstlosing ourliberties.

Like - Comment - Share 14 Shares
Brian Carlson, Janine Hatchett, Ann Jones and 37 others like Top Comments
this.

Gary Watts | may have missed it butwhatcame of the July 3 meeting with the
"ravel managementteam” ?
Like - Reply- 1 - July8 at5:53pm

& American Mining Rights Association replied - 5 Replies

American Mining Rights Association We cite the US v Hicks case frequently as
itis the primary case for proving access. Steve Hicks, of this case sentus an
email today and is going to be a resource for us to fight these access cases.

Like - Reply: 6 -July8 at5:50pm

View 3 more comments

P
American Mining Rights Association shared a link.
July8

New wilderness plan for California:

The 250,000 acres Ms. Capps is wanting to designate as "wilderness" will be
off limits to the small miner and those with claims will not be able to use or
mine them again.

We are asking everyone to call... See More

Lois Capps to introduce Central Coast Heritage
Protection Act - Paso Robles Daily News
pasoroblesdailynews.com

Bill designates 250,000 acres in Los Padres National
Forest and Carrizo Plain as wilderness Representative
Lois Capps will hold a press conference atthe Santa ...

Like - Comment - Share 11 Shares
Janine Hatchett, Chad McAllister, Jon Siptrott and 9 others like Top Comments
this.

Donald Bick So have folks in California forgotien their steep history of mining?
Like - Reply- 1 -July8at7:21am

& American Mining Rights Association replied - 4 Replies
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Vincent Landolina http:/iwww.blm.govl...ffolbakersfield/Programs/carrizo.htm|

Carrizo Plain National Monument - Bakersfield
Field Office, Bureau of Land Management
California

www.blm.gov

This is the offiical website of the Carrizo Plain
National Monument. The Carrizo... See More

Like - Reply- 1 -July8at8:19pm

& American Mining Rights Association They are claiming unless your
= claim was established prior to 2001, itis invalid. What our government is
doing to the public lands is despicable.
Like - July 8 at 8:49pm

View 8 more comments

S American Mining Rights Association shared a link.
July 7

Idaho suction dredge article on the "occupy the waters" event.
We urge you to comment and be heard.

http://kelo.com/news/articles/201 4/jul/01/miners-dredge-protected-idaho-
river-in-protest-of-federal-oversight/

Miners dredge protected Idaho river in protest of federal oversight
kelo.com

By Laura Zuckerman SALMON Idaho (Reuters) - Protesters gathered to illegally
dredge for gold on Tuesdayin an ldaho river where such mining is banned, in an
open challenge to ...

Like - Comment - Share 1 Share
Janine Hatchett, Jennifer Bristol, Jon Siptrott and 22 others like Top Comments
this.

.. JiCope | believe EPAis afraid of us cleaning up our envronment. Theywon'tbe
able to cry no more if we do......
Like - Reply- 2-July7at11:21am

N Douglas Clem they justcan admit the dredging doesn'thurtfish. epa sucks
Like - Reply- 2 -July7 at8:14am

View 5 more comments

American Mining Rights Association
July 3

[ -

USFS meeting update:

We did not end up in jail and did not have to go to our extreme of civil
disobedience. The USFS will be issuing permits for their temporary closure,
not to everyone, but to those who either want to mine their claims o...

See More
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Like - Comment - Share 25 Shares

Stephen Casto, Mike Rowlands, Ron Auwhatfun Kliewer and 48 Top Comments
others like this.

Gary Watts "not to everyone” ........... when will that be resolved ?
Like - Reply- 2 -July3at10:31pm

é American Mining Rights Association replied - 6 Replies

% American Mining Rights Association ltis important to know that this was a
concerted effort by the AMRA staff. While we did not gain full access for

everyone...yet, itis a major step in the right direction if the USFS holds up their

end of the agreement. If they don't, we organize a protest they will hear a hundred

miles away. Thank you Tom, Jim, Ron, Lisa and Paul.

Like - Reply- 7 -July3at9:52pm

View 8 more comments

American Mining Rights Association
July 2

ﬂ_—i— 2
|daho update, road closure update and 4th of July;

We spoke with John last night where he was standing on the banks of the
Salmon River in ldaho for the Occupy the waters event in protest of the EPA
requiring a (absurd) "pollution discharge permit", but refusing to issue any if
someone applies for one. There were about 10 dredges in the water
yesterday, but the event isn't until the 4th, so that is quite encouraging.
There was no sign of the EPA thanks to the people rising... See More

Like - Comment - Share 34 Shares

Janine Hatchett, Dale Blankenship, John Ratiey and 60 others Top Comments
like this.

| Fatty McButterpants If it comes down to it, give me a list of the illegal gates and
4 I1l help to remove them.
Like - Reply- 6-July2at6:16pm

& American Mining Rights Association replied - 2 Replies

John Sullivan Maybe thats what needs to happen a show down that makes the
local news we have the law on our side the environmentalist will be doing us a
favor by showing up friday Il

Like - Reply- 5 July2 at8:41pm

View 8 more comments

g American Mining Rights Association

https /. facebook com/americanmining rig hts/timeline 14/26





72114
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889 likes
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American Mining Rights Association
=Egp  June 30U

AMRA is in Idaho today for the opening of suction dredge season on the
Salmon River and the "Occupy the Waters" event being coordinated by
SWIMA in protest to the EPA demanding the dredgers purchase a "pollutant
discharge permit" even though all of the science, studies and evidence prove
conclusively that suction dredging does not harm fish or fish habitat. They
are also refusing to issue these permits even though they are requiring them.
This creates a prohibition on the only effective method of mining mineral
deposits located under water. If you are in ldaho, please support this event in
Riggins ldaho.

This is what is wrong with these regulatory agencies. They are pushing a
political ideology instead of managing what they are supposed to manage.
We see this time and again with USFS, BLM, EPA, DOJ, IRS and a litany of
alphabet soup agencies all across America.

We are fast approaching a tipping point in this country. one in which we are
aither converted into an all intrusive and controlling government, or we fight
back using our God given rights, our founding documents and the
Constitution of the United States. We either unite and fight this tooth and nail,
or we roll over on our backs and accept the agenda of those who do not like
our founding principle.......... the principle of freedom.

Back in 2008, we owned 4 dredges and made a comfortable living chasing
the water in the south motherlode throughout the year dredging on our
claims. Then the moratorium hit and devastated our ability to make our living.
We joined the lawsuit, donated tens of thousands of our own personal dollars
to fight for our rights and here we are 5 years later and still cannot "legally”
dredge our claims.

in 2011, it was abundantly clear that we, as an industry stink at raising money
to fight for our own rights. PLP lead the charge by asking for donations (tax
deductible) and promising to fight for our rights. They have done that, and
done that well. PLP is a fine organization, one in which we support more than
any other cause, but they do not offer anything in return other than the
promise of defending the small miner. This is why we formed AMRA. We
came up with the idea that we would give the small miner something in which
they had something tangible, something they could use in return for a tax
deductible donation to their own legal fund..... Access to the same claims
we've made our living off of. We thought people would understand that by
donating to their own legal fund instead of giving that same money to the IRS
to use against them and granting access to exceptional gold claims us would
be a winner. That was and is our theory.

The reason the opposition to mining, and to a large degree, opposition to
freedom is successful is because they are united. There are literally
hundreds of non-profit groups (most of which are funded by George Soros, a
very evil man) which focus exclusively on sue and settle tactics with DFG and
other agencies and fundamentally transform our public lands and the ability
for the public to use those lands. They are organized, they are united and
they are determined.

We need to be united, organized and just as determined. Take the road
closures all across America by the USFS. They are gating roads at an
alarming rate. We have the law on our side, but to stop this, it takes money
and litigation. We have even gone so far as to draft a Federal injunction to
stop this, but lack the funds to do it.

Everyone reading this post should understand that unless we do something
soon, AMRA will cease to exist, PLP will cease to exist and small miners will

only be stories told by those who used to know what it was like to be free to
exercise our Constitutional rights.

Ask yourself one question:
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Invite your friends to like this Page F 2B § ;
= 9 Do you think the attack on small mining is going to get better or worse?

ABOUT

Join us, join PLP and fight back. Don't just complain, don't just sit there, DO

American Mining Rights Association

public land access community.

g e

@ http:/americanminingrights.com/

Suggest Edits

PHOTOS

Like - Comment - Share 21 Shares
Langdon Owen, John Ratley, Robert Guardiola and 35 others Top Comments
like this.

B.s. Miner Good luck in Idaho John! If you're able, let us know how things are
going.
Like - Reply- 3 - June 30 at8:28pm

é American Mining Rights Association replied - 5 Replies

Ron Auwhatfun Kliewer Everyone needs to read this post and understand how
much more is on the line than dredging.| couldn't have stated it any better. 'm a
PLP member already and now I'm joining AMRA!

Like - Reply- 7 -June 30 at8:24am

POSTS TO PAGE

Steve Gregor
Yesterdayat 12:06pm

View 7 more comments
B WOW, we need more "stand-ups” like this guy
American Mining Rights Association
SE8  June 29
M e
Like - Comment 5 1
R We have three videos we have shot over the past week, but are not going to
release them until we claim the areas we want for fear of losing them. We
Charles Wirshels " . ;i
; need, desperately need someone in the Sacramento area who is willing to go
Yesterdayat 8:43am
to BLM on a con... See More
B hitp:/www.youtube.comfwatch?

v=0D2ng62KHSk

Like - Comment
B.s. Miner
July17 at 9ddam

= AMRA claim, "The Ratsnest"

Like - Comment 3 2

English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies * Advertising -
More
Facebook @ 2014

Like - Comment - Share

Janine Hatchett, Langdon Owen, John Ratleyand 45 others like  Top Comments
this.

https:/www.facebook com/americanmining rig hts/timeline 16/26
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John Ratley

I Recent
2013

Born

Timeline About Photos Friends More

John Ratley shared a link via American Mining Rights Association.

July 8
John is now friends with Jay Wilson and 8
other people.
Lois Capps to introduce Central Coast Heritage Protection
Act - Paso Robles Daily News
- - pasoroblesdailynews.com
English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies - Advertising -
More Bill designates 250,000 acres in Los Padres National Forest
Facebook © 2014 and Carrizo Plain as wilderess Representative Lois Capps
will hold a press conference atthe Santa ...

Share

John Ratley shared John Ratley's photo.
July7

These posters kept showing up and they kept disappearing.

Share

South West Idaho Mining and Jim Hamilton like this.

Jim Hamilton Those cuts almostlook license plate size.
July7 at8:55pm - 3

South West Idaho Mining BWAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAH
*SIGH* BWAHAHAHAHA

hitps:/Aww.facebook com/john.ratley.1 18
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https:/Avww.facebook com/john.ratiey. 1

(1) John Ratley
July7 at 8:56pm - 1

John Ratley Very keen eyel!
July7 at9:20pm - 1

John Ratley shared John Ratley's photo.
July7

4th of July parade ended at the city park. The flag seen here was later flown
over the park during the ceremonies. | thought that it would be befitting since

* this flag was used to cover a deceased veteran from World war 2 that made it

back to live and later die in the country he fought for to save the freedoms
that our current government is trying to take away.

Share

Larry Davis, Thomas Mitchell, Mark Ratley and 5 others like this.

South West Idaho Mining except you should have taken the pic on the other
side where it says Americanminingrights...
July 7 at 9:16pm

John Ratley shared John Ratley's photo.
July 7

Here is a small shot of the river with 8 dredges stretched along the bank. We
were hoping to stack the dredges up about 20 feet apart for a more dramatic
stance, but we were denied an exception to the rule of 100 feet between
dredges.
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(1) John Ratley

Share

Sarah Shirley, Steve Gregor and 2 others like this.

John Ratley shared John Ratley's photo.
July 7

Here is a shot down stream. Weather was hot. 7 mm suit was a little overkill. 3
mm would have been more comfortable.

Share

Larry Davis, Craig Smith, Thomas Mitchell and 4 others like this.

John Ratley shared John Ratley's photo.
July7

Lots of fine gold on the Salmon. Hopefully next stop will be better

Share

Larry Davis, Craig Smith, Thomas Mitchell and 8 others like this.

Dee Erb Nice
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July7 at8:47pm - 1

John Ratley Love yall Cousins Virginia and Diane say hi.
July 7 at 8:59pm

Thomas Mitchell Nice pan, wish i was there to help you bro!
July B at 7:57am

John Ratley shared Northwest Gold Prospectors Association
Clearwater Chapter's status.
July 7

I'm standing just left of the speaker in the white shirt firing up my camera

http:h’m.lmtribune.corn.fnorthwestlimage_BQaE)?d4f—b356-53e6—a663-

i

Share
Craig Smith, South West Idaho Mining and Steve Shallenberger like this.

South West Idaho Mining slacker... should have had itreadyto begin with! lol
July 7 at 2:33pm

John Ratley shared a link via American Mining Rights Association.
June 15

"Dredging the gravel pit" an American Mining Rights Assoc. video
AMRA\ideo of dredging a gravel pit for gold in the south mother lode of California.

Share 1

John Ratley
June 13 via YouTube

https:/Amww.facebook comjohn.ratiey. 1 A/8
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"Dredging the gravel pit” an American Mining Rights Assoc. video
www.youtube.com
AMRA\video of dredging a gravel pit for gold in the south mother lode of California.

Subscribe on YouTube - Share 3

John Ratley shared Afghanistan Combat Footage - Funker530's

video.
June 13

Memorial Day Tribute
Never forget those who never made it home. Thank you to all our brothers
who have served and continue to serve from Afghanistan Combat Footage -

Funker530

Share 4

John Ratley
June 12 via YouTube

Great video!

#® Highbanking for flood gold an American Mining Rights video
AMRA

1 www.youtube.com

Highbanking for gold in the south mother lode of CA This is

an American Mining Rights Association video.

Subscribe on YouTube - Share 3 2

John Ratley changed his cover photo.
April 2
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(1) John Ratley

Share 3 1

John Ratley
March 31

A quote from Edmund Burke,"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil
is for good men to do nothing". Let's unite and get our freedoms back!
AMRA, PLP, WMA, and all other groups opposing these mining regulations
must unite to be heard as loudly as possible. It's not a fight between groups,
but a fight against the political agenda of a few to keep all from enjoying our
public lands. (5 photos)

Share 1 1 Share

John Ratley
March 27

It's hard work, but it's sure pretty!

Share 5 4
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John Ratley signed a petition on Change.org.
March 25

Rep. Daniel Webster: Grant my wounded veteran husband the
pbenefits he deserves now!

Share 1

John Ratley signed a petition on Change.org.
February 28

| am not a veteran, But if anyone that fought to protect our freedoms should
be able to get health care. It should be given to him, not the lazy, not the
ilegals, and definitely not drug addicts.

Veteran's Association Regional Office of New York: Help This Vet Get
Proper Disability

Share

John Ratley shared a video.
February 27

Mining Perlot 2-3-14
Mining Perlot — at American Mining Rights Association.

Share 5 2

John Ratley
February 27

Mining Perlot 2-3-14
Mining Perlot — at American Mining Rights Association.

hitps:/Aww.facebook comjohn.ratley. 1 7/8
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Share 1 Share

John Ratley
February 14 via Change.org

It is my only source of income

California Governor: End the ban on suction dredging for gold in
California. - Sign the Petition!
John just signed this petition on Change.org.

87 signatures are still needed!

Sign the Petition - Share 2

John Ratley changed his profile picture.
November 7, 2013

Share 1

Show Older Stories

https:/fiwww.facebook com/john.ratiey. 1 8/8
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Born
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Blue likes James Buchanan Geiger.

More Recent Activity

English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies - Advertising -
More
Facebook @ 2014

https:/fwww.facebook comvblue.duck.3

About

Photos Friends More

Blue Duck
April 13 - July 18 via YouTube

Special Pricing On Root Pouch Grow Bags For All My Subscribers And ...
Uploaded by Larry Hall

- Subscribe on YouTube

S0 News July 19, 2014 | Electric Biology, Storms & Spaceweather
1 www.youtube.com

- Subscribe on YouTube 2

Blue Duck shared a link.
July 19

Misfits. Who woulda thunk

Which 70s Punk Band Should You Be In?
www.playbuzz.com

Think you've got enough bad attitude to bludgecn away
alongside the first wave of angst-ridden, mohawk -wearing
moshers? Which band would make you "one of us... one of
us"???

Share

Ronald King, Xelit Sasapelehelank and Pamela Marie Riedel Snell like this.

Pamela Marie Riedel Snell *chuckle chuckle chuckle*
July19 at10:43am - 1

Terry Burcham Rasmussen "The Clash" You should be in The Clash! You are
intense and opinionated and feel the need to be a voice for all that are
downirodden. Your music is a weapon and the stage is your foxhole. Combat
Rock all the way!

July19 at 10:46am - 1

Tina Wytcherley Mine was "The Clash ".. Hmmmm Never heard of them , The
opinionated and the feel the need to be a voice for all the downtrodden does
sound a bitlike me LOL ,, will have to pull up one of their tunes now...

Yesterdayat 1:13am

Blue Duck shared a link.

July 17

Official: Malaysian plane shot down over Ukraine
tinyiavian.net

1714





7121114
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Blue Duck

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — A Ukrainian official said a passenger plane carrying 285
people was shot down Thursday over a town in the east of the country, and
Malaysian Airlines tweeted that it lost contact with one of its flights over Ukrainian
airspace.

Share

Blue Duck shared a link via iOS.
July 17

S0 News July 17, 2014 | Storms, C(lie)mate, Spaceweather

S0 News July 17, 2014 | Storms, C(lie)mate, Spaceweather

www.SuspiciousObservers.org www.ObservaloryProject.com -
WE WILL BE IN TORONTO TONIGHT PLAYLISTS Climate
Change: http:/;lwww.youtube.com/playlisi?list=PLHS0x...

Share 1 Share

Renee Evans and Tom Borg like this.

Blue Duck
July15

Final cleanup with AMRA this evening

Share 1 Share

Jerry D Young, Brian Carlson, David Flickinger and 9 others like this.

Blue Duck
July 15

AMRA dredging mm 39 hwy 14....mother will be there for the next two weeks!
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Blue Duck

Share 1 Share

Brian Carlson, Clifford Egbert, Jon Siptrott and 8 others like this.

Blue Duck
July15

Spent the or most of it with Shannon Poe of AMRA up the south fork of the
clearwater watching a few fellas dredge and took some stills and video.

More folks | think aught to just put their dredge in the water and go for it,
after all congress already sided with miners in 12 United States Code 612
section b to wit:

Rights under any mining claim hereafter located under the mining laws of the
United States shall be subject, prior to issuance of patent therefor, to the
right of the United States to manage and dispose of the vegetative surface
resources thereof and to manage other surface resources thereof (except
mineral deposits subject to location under the mining laws of the United
States). Any such mining claim shall also be subject, prior to issuance of
patent therefor, to the right of the United States, its permittees, and
licensees, to use so much of the surface thereof as may be necessary for
such purposes or for access to adjacent land: Provided, however, That any
use of the surface of any such mining claim by the United States, its
permittees or licensees, shall be such as not to endanger or materially
interfere with prospecting, mining or processing operations or uses
reasonably incident thereto: .............

Share 2 Shares
Jon Siptrott, Brandy Shale Davis, Ken Murrayand 11 others like this.

View 5 more commentis

Debbie Hart | want to do that so bad!
July 15 at10:24pm - 1

Cliff Henderson Does that applyto all types of mining?
July 16 at 5:35am

Blue Duck Cliff Henderson | would sayit does applyto all mining, though I am
nota court judge, justa studentof sorts..... And a part time miner
July 16 at 7:10am

Blue Duck And | would be willing to be a full ime miner, claim developer if leftto
do what | can without the massive intrusions by the various overstepping agents
of various governmental offices who have tried to "regulate” and manipulate the
intent of Congress s0 as to bypass congressional statute...... Butthen agenda 21
supporters don'tlike miners cause we are independent

July16 at7:13am - 1

314





721114

https:/Amww.facebook com/blue.duck.3

Blue Duck

Blue Duck shared a link.
July 14

Local small scale suction dredge miner responds
riversandmountains.biz

Riggins newspaper Rivers and Mountains

Share 1 Share

Wayne Hammond, Alan Hamilton, Michael Managan and 2 others like this.
Michael Holt Great.......
July15 at12:25am - 1

Blue Duck Yeah | still don'tlike asking for permission to work a claim, butit
would allow for working a state lease on the right stretch of water
July15 at9:53am - 2

Blue Duck
July 14

Betty J. McNall yer dog is nuts about the sprinkler

Share
Jo Ann Kelty, Pamela Marie Riedel Snell, Tina Wytcherleyand 6 others like this.

Blue Duck She keptn on for a couple minutes more afare the cat gother
attention for aboit three seconds and then she was back at it il move it and we
came in

July14 at9:16pm - 1

Biue Duck shared a link.
July 13

The Mobile Observatory Project
www.ObservatoryProject.com

The Mobile Observatory Project

Share
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On Wed, Jul 9, 2014 at 11:43 AM, Maclntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> wrote:

Buck: Thanks forysrbesHdangMigiadaa.ith Jim soon and will set something up.

Here is the “statement” we’re using for the Riggins event:

“EPA respects the right of every citizen to peaceably protest on federal lands, however the area of
the Salmon River where the “dredge-in” is planned is closed under EPA’s statewide general
permit covering this type of mining activity. Suction dredge mining is prohibited in this area in
order to protect critical habitat for Chinook salmon, steelhead and bull trout under the
Endangered Species Act. Dredging in this area could damage this important fish habitat and
would be a violation of EPA’s permit.

Many other areas of Idaho are open to suction dredge mining under EPA’s general permit. Since
last year, EPA has issued 116 permits for this activity and we continue to be available to assist
miners in obtaining permits for areas where mining is allowed.

We are talking and working with the mining community and our federal, state, tribal and local
partners to ensure they understand the requirements of the general permit."

Thanks again for your work on behalf of the Snake River!

Mark

From: buckyryan@gmail.com [mailto:buckyryan@gmail.com] On Behalf Of F.S. "Buck" Ryan
Sent: Wednesday, July 09, 2014 9:51 AM

To: MaclIntyre, Mark

Subject: Boise contact

Hi Mark -

| appreciate you taking the time to chat this morning about EPA's take on suction dredge
mining on the Salmon River. If you don't mind forwarding the Agency's official statement
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my way, I'd appreciate it.

Thanks also for your offer to introduce me to Jim Werntz here in Boise. Feel free to forward
this email or have him contact me directly using the information below.

Finally, | appreciate your interest in and offer to support SRW. You can become a member
or donate directly through our website at http://snakeriverwaterkeeper.org/get-
involved/join/

Take care,

BR
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Buck Ryan

Executive Director
Snake River Waterkeeper
2313 N. 20th St.

Boise, ID 83702

(208) 806-1303
www.snakeriverwaterkeeper.org
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